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2016/2017 

Welcome to AICE United States History. The purpose of this assignment is to help you transition into this 
class and give me an assessment of your writing and research abilities, as well as give you an 
understanding of the content before you step foot in my class. This assignment will be graded. The 

assignment is due, complete the first day of class. It will require a commitment of time so do not 
procrastinate. 

* You will research each time period listed below. (Use internet resources, BOOKS (yes, those still exist) 
and any other means necessary to gain an understanding of the times. (Even watching Youtube clips and 
documentaries can be incredibly helpful to gain understanding.) DO NOT PLAGIARIZE! PARAPHRASE. 

*Write a MINIMUM 2-paragraph summary of each time period, including major people, events, laws 
passed, etc. that show that you have an accurate general understanding of the time period. Explain how 
America was changed or affected by these events or people during each time period. Included beside 
each time period is a short list of some examples of major people and events, but they are not the only 
items that should be included. Your summary should include a reference to all of the most significant 
people or events of the time period. If really important items are missing, this may result in a dock in 
points. 

List of time periods: 

* WESTERN EXPANSION 1800 – 1850 (ex. Manifest Destiny, Mexican-American War, etc) 

*CIVIL WAR 1861-1865 (ex. Abraham Lincoln’s leadership during, different military strategies by North 
and South, Emancipation Proclamation, etc.) 

* RECONSTRUCTION 1865 – 1877 (10% plan vs Wade-Davis Bill, Radical Republicans, Congressional 
Reconstruction vs. Presidential Reconstruction, etc) 

* INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION IN AMERICA 1875 – 1900 (Monopolies and Trusts, Inventions and 
Inventors, The Gilded Age and Social problems that arose because of industrialization, etc.) 

* PROGRESSIVE ERA 1900 – 1920 (Social reform programs, new laws and regulation by Govt, Teddy 
Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, Woodrow Wilson) 

* GREAT DEPRESSION 1929-1941 (Causes of Great Crash/Great Depression, Speculation on Wall Street, 
Hoover vs. Roosevelt Depression Policies, Monetary Policy and Federal Reserve, Dust Bowl, etc) 

YOU MAY CONTACT ME DURING THE SUMMER AT:  avires@collierschools.com   Enjoy your Summer!  
    

-Mr. Avirett 
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